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Thankful for the Thorns – Leader Notes
HOOK
1. What are some things you’re very thankful for lately?

2. Agree or disagree: It’s not happy people that are thankful, but rather thankful people that are happy.  Does thankfulness actually increase our happiness?
BOOK/LOOK

Read 1 Thess. 5:18 and Eph. 5:20.  
3. Should we be thankful ‘in’ all circumstances or ‘for’ everything?  (Both).
4. Is it possible to be thankful for difficult situations?  What helps you be thankful in every situation and for all things?  (Trust in an all powerful God who is truly working in all circumstances for our good – Romans 8:28.)
Read 2 Cor. 1:3-5; 8-11.  

5. The Apostle Paul went through a lot of personal trials and pain.  (read 2 Cor. 11:24-27 for his testimony).  Yet how did Paul understand the nature of God in 2 Cor. 1:3?  (Father of compassion and God of all comfort).

6. What redemptive purpose does Paul suggest in 2 Cor. 1:4,5 may be at work in our painful experiences? (Receiving God’s comfort and passing His comfort to others in a similar situation).
7. How can our pain reveal the ministry God may intend for us to have?  (God never wastes a hurt! If you’ve gone through a hurt, he wants you to help other people going through that same hurt. God can use the problems in your life to give you a ministry to others).
8. Can you recall a sitatuation in which you were in crisis or pain and you experienced God’s comfort?  How did that experience equip you minister to others?

9. For what other reason does God allow crises and pain (2 Cor. 1:9-11)?  (God wants us to move closer to Him, experience His deliverance and result in thanksgiving to Him).
10. Read 2 Cor. 12:7-10.  Why didn’t God remove Paul’s thorn in his flesh?  (To keep Paul humble and dependent on Jesus in every area of weakness.  Ultimately, to reveal to Paul how His grace is sufficient.  God may not remove some difficulties we hate because He wants us to rely on the spuernatural power of Christ.)
TOOK

11. In the story told by Pastor Perry, Thankful for the Thorns, what do thorns represent?
12. What thorn do you wish God would remove for you? What’s the most difficult thing for you to be thankful for these days?  
Spend some time as a group thanking God for the good, the bad and the thorns.  

Is there a Word from God that you heard this past week for someone else in the group?
