Don’t Throw in the Towel – Luke 18:1-8 Leader Notes

HOOK
1. What’s been your favorite Olympic sport to watch in Rio?

2. If you couldn’t train for hours like an Olympian, what could you do every day with great enthusiasm?

BOOK/LOOK
Read Luke 18:-18
3. What did the poor widow have that was necessary to get a decision from the judge?  (Persistence)

4. Why did Jesus tell this parable?  (18:1)

5. Is God like an unjust judge?  (No, the comparison is opposite.  If even an unjust judge can be goaded into justice, how much more will our God respond to the prayers of his children).

6. Billy Graham said: “Heaven is full of answers to prayer for which no one ever bothered to ask.”  Do you agree with that idea?  What do you seldom pray about that maybe you should?

7. Do you believe God’s will being done on earth is partially dependent on our prayers?  

8. What is meant by the phrase: “throwing in the towel?”  (In boxing, it ends the match when the manager admits defeat by throwing a towel in the ring).

[bookmark: _GoBack]9. What did Jesus mean when he asked whether the Son of Man would find faith on earth (18:8)?  (It takes faith to pray persistently when you don’t see the evidence in reality).  

TOOK
10. Who is your prayer hero in the Bible or real life that you wish you could become like?

11. How are our choices in life different than a decision to give up in boxing?  (In life, our choices are reversible).

12. What prayer wish have you thrown in the towel on?

Spend some time as a group praying for things that you’ve previously given up on.
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