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SHAPED for Ministry – part 1: Spiritual Gifts 
Leader Notes

HOOK
1. Would you consider yourself in good shape?  

2. What’s the best gift you’ve received in the last year?

3. Are you currently serving in the areas where you are spiritually gifted?  Why or why not?

BOOK/LOOK

Read 1 Cor. 12:1-13.  
4. How does Paul compare the body of Christ to a physical body?

5. What body part are you?

6. How does the body of Christ reflect the nature of the Triune God (12:4-6)?  (The body of Christ is composed of different people, with different gifts, ministries, manifestations, offices, passions, personalities, and experiences, yet we’re one in Christ.  God is three persons but one God.)

7. How do spiritual gifts differ from the gift of the Spirit or from the fruit of the Spirit? (Every believer receives the Holy Spirit; the Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts. Fruit relates to Christ like character; gifts relate to Christian service.  Spiritual gifts without spiritual fruit are worthless (1 Cor. 13:8).  Fruit is eternal; gifts are temporary.)
8. For what purpose does the Holy Spirit give us spiritual gifts?  (12:7 “for the common good.”  For building up the body of Christ.)

9. What spiritual gift do you wish you had the most?

10. Read 1 Cor. 12:31: What are the greater gifts?  (The ones that build up the body of Christ the most)

11. Look at 1 Cor. 12:7-10.  Do these spiritual gifts seem temporary or permanent?  Are they common today?  Why might they be less common now than in the early church?  
12. Why is the list of spiritual gifts different in Romans 12 and Ephesians 4?  Is this list exhaustive?  How might the list in 1 Corinthians 12 reflect the unique nature of the church in Corinth?  

13. What are the benefits of using our spiritual gifts?  (When we use our spiritual gifts, we’ll be satisfied, the church will be edified and God will be glorified!) 
14. Read 1 Cor. 14:1.  Do we get more spiritual gifts if we earnestly desire them?

TOOK

15. How is a home group a good place to begin experimenting with spiritual gifts?

16. What’s the danger of using tests to determine your spiritual gift?  (They tend to measure only the ministries which we’ve already tried.  How can teens, or new believers, figure out their spiritual gifts if they have no experience in ministry?)

17. Have each person write his/her name on a piece of paper.  Then pass the paper around the circle.  Write down one or more gifts you see evident in the person named on the paper.  
